
Neutorgraben 13                                                         Dr. Tom Ford                                          heytomford@gmail.com 
90419 Nuremberg, Germany                                      heytomford.com                            www.linkedin.com/in/drtomford

 
 

SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATIONS 

• Visionary Technology Product ExecuFve and Entrepreneur with a Ph.D. in AI, experFse in Computer Science 
and MathemaFcs, blending technical depth with strategic leadership across global markets. 

• Proven leader in product strategy and development, delivering innovaFve, user-centric soluFons that drive 
global business growth, with a deep understanding of diverse markets and cultural dynamics. 

• Experienced in building and scaling high-performance teams worldwide, fostering a culture of collaboraFon, 
innovaFon, and operaFonal excellence that consistently exceeds expectaFons. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Luminary ROLI Ltd., London, U.K. 2024 to present 
Chief Product Officer 
Driving transforma.onal leadership across the company by shaping and execu.ng an innova.ve product strategy 
that delivers breakthrough hardware and so;ware solu.ons for music creators. 
• Launched Airwave, a groundbreaking product that introduces spaFal music and transforms user experiences. 
• Leveraging deep internaFonal experience to elevate the execuFve team and align global operaFons. 

SLINGSHOT AEROSPACE, San Francisco, CA 2022 to 2024 
Chief Product Officer 
Shaped the company’s product strategy and unified product roadmap to drive business growth and accelerate 
aerospace sustainability for a safer, more connected world 
• Led a team of 70 engineers, designers, product leaders that built “air traffic control for space” 
• Drove strategic product collaboraFons with space innovators at NASA, SpaceX, Space Force, USAF 

ASTRA SPACE, Alameda, California                                         2021 to 2022 
Vice President and Head of Product Management 
Established Astra’s product team to create services and products that improve life on Earth from space 
• Built, grew, and led a team of 20+ Senior Product Leaders for Launch, Space Services, and Propulsion 
• Led the product roadmap & services por\olio for Astra’s transiFon into a product-led, customer-focused org. 
• Launched Astra’s LV0007 mission – the company’s first successful space flight with satellite deployment in low 

Earth orbit as one of six officers in the Mission Control room 

JOHNSON & JOHNSON, San Francisco, CA                                2020 to 2021 
Senior Director and Head of Product 
Led the company’s global Digital Health Technology product 
• Built a team of Product, Design, Data Science, and MarkeFng, driving J&J’s digital product transformaFon. 
• Launched "Heartline", largest wearable clinical study, and "Scout for Back Pain," J&J's first Digital TherapeuFc. 
• Developed apps for Alzheimer's, MS, depression, immunology, digital surgery, skin health, and med adherence. 

FACEBOOK, Menlo Park, CA                                2018 to 2020 
Senior Product Management Lead, Facebook AI 
Built a team that turned advances in AI research into produc.on-ready prototypes and product features 
• Managed product growth team of 7 PMs, coordinated 50+ cross-funcFonal engineers, designers, marketers. 
• Launched voice control and computer vision features for AI-powered AR Glasses “Orion”, wrist-based smart 

wearables, AI Video hardware “Portal", and mulF-lingual AI voice commands for Oculus VR 
• Launched a series of growth-driving global features like “locked profiles”, “anonymity”, “smart noFficaFons” 

 

http://heytomford.com
http://www.linkedin.com/in/drtomford
https://roli.com/eu/experience/airwave-create
https://www.slingshot.space/
https://astra.com/news/astra-reaches-orbit/
http://heartline.com/
https://download.cnet.com/Scout-for-Back-Pain/3000-2129_4-78606410.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/09/17/facebook-enlists-ray-ban-maker-luxottica-to-make-orion-ar-glasses.html
https://www.wired.com/story/facebook-wrist-wearable-human-computer-interactions/
https://www.wired.com/story/facebook-wrist-wearable-human-computer-interactions/
https://www.fastcompany.com/90308128/facebooks-portal-learned-its-video-skills-from-human-cameramen
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8XiZgc3sPLY
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/gadgets-news/facebook-now-lets-users-lock-their-profiles-heres-how-it-works/articleshow/75863324.cms
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WISDOM COLLECTIVE, San Francisco, CA                                2014 to 2018 
CEO and Co-Founder 
Founded Savvy – the global plaKorm for 1:1 teaching and learning over live web-based video 
• Raised an oversubscribed Seed round from VCs and Angels, built the company 
• Launched a deligh\ul live video learning pla\orm for teachers and learners worldwide. AcquisiFon in 2018. 

AIRBNB, San Francisco, CA                                2013 to 2014 
Head of InternaZonal Product 
Led Airbnb’s interna.onal product strategy to grow the two-sided market across 192 countries 
• Developed product strategy for sustained user and business growth and directed country leads and teams on 

the flawless execuFon of the company’s global business strategy 
• Launched product experiments and features in internaFonal markets leading to significant expansion 

TWITTER, San Francisco, CA                                2011 to 2013 
Head of InternaZonal Product 
Led TwiPer’s Globaliza.on and launched growth-driving features for interna.onal markets 
• Drove global product strategy, grew users to over 250 million, doubling in key markets like Germany 
• Launched Twiker in over 30 new languages, incl. bi-direcFonal Arabic, Hebrew, Farsi, and Urdu 

MOZILLA, Mountain View, CA                                2010 to 2011 
Head of InternaZonal Product 
Built and launched Firefox for Android reaching millions of mobile users worldwide 
• Established a new standard for mobile HTML5 and pioneered “do not track” for mobile browsers 

GOOGLE, Mountain View, CA                                2006 to 2010 
Head of InternaZonal Product 
Drove global growth through Google Search innova.ons, product localiza.on, and interna.onal features 
• Defined strategy for launching products in 120+ languages; led the iGoogle product in 40+ languages 
• Guided global product launches with local features leading to dramaFc growth, e.g. in Japan, Russia 
• Led new Google Homepage feature from incepFon to global launch resulFng in billions of daily views 

SAP, Walldorf, Germany                                1995 to 2006 
ExecuZve Strategist (2003 – 2006) 
Drove strategic projects with the senior execu.ve team to shape SAP’s product and business strategy 
• IdenFfied market growth potenFal and defined product and execuFon strategy for the company 
• Developed global standards and received patents for the user experience of mobile enterprise apps 

Senior Product Leader (1995 – 2003) 
Built products that put SAP on the map for enterprise applica.ons on mobile devices 
• Led a team of 20 Product Leads and 200 Somware Engineers in Europe, the U.S., and Asia 
• Envisioned and brought to life the first enterprise app for a tablet device “SAP CRM Tablet EdiFon” 

EDUCATION 

PhD ArZficial Intelligence | MS Maths, Computer Science | BS Maths, Physics, Computer Science, TU Berlin  
           

 

http://heytomford.com
http://www.linkedin.com/in/drtomford
https://www.entrepreneur.com/article/271819
https://medium.com/airbnb-engineering/experiments-at-airbnb-e2db3abf39e7#.miqyczkzb
https://developer.x.com/en/docs/x-for-websites/supported-languages

